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3. The heap after tracing. 
Black objects are live.
White objects are garbage.

1. The heap before any tracing. 2. The heap during tracing.

Wave front of gray objects

Legend

White objects

Gray objects

Black objects
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4. At the end of collection, object E will 
be (incorrectly) reclaimed. Object C is 
floating garbage.

1. Before pointer manipulation. 2. Object A is modified to point 
to object E instead of object C.

3. The pointer from object B 
to object E is removed.
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